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The desperate cry of America's boys

€
By Suzanne Venker, | Fox News

Vigil held for Florida shooting victims

Rick Leventhal reports from Pompano Beach.

In response to this week’s school shooting in Parkland, Florida, a man named Michael lan Black,
whom I've never heard of but who'’s apparently an actor and comedian, invited a “conversation”
on Twitter that began with the following statement: “Deeper even than the gun problem is this:
boys are broken.”

This is an absolutely, 100 percent true statement.

Unfortunately, Black quickly veered off course. “Men don’t have the language to understand
masculinity as anything other than some version of a caveman because no language exists...The
language of masculinity is hopelessly entwined with sexuality, and the language of sexuality in
hopelessly entwined with power, agency, and self-worth...To step outside those norms is to take a
risk most of us are afraid to take. As a result, a lot of guys spend their lives terrified...We’re
terrified of being viewed as something other than men. We know ourselves to be men, but don’t
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know how to be our whole selves. A lot of us (me included) either shut off or experience deep
shame or rage. Or all three. Again: men are terrified.”

Mr. Black is not the first to attack masculinity and suggest it's at the root of all evil. Indeed, the
phrase ‘toxic masculinity’ has become boilerplate language in America.

It's not a hard sell, either. After all, it is boys and men who are typically to blame for violent acts of
aggression. Ergo, testosterone—the defining hormone of masculinity—must be to blame. But
testosterone has been around forever. School shootings have not.

Mr. Black is correct that boys are broken. But they're not broken as a result of being cavemen
who haven'’t “evolved” the way women have. They’re broken for another reason.

They are fatherless.

The solution to male violence is not to spout off
drivel about the evils of masculinity. Masculinity,
channeled well, is the reason assistant football
coach Aaron Feis died this week. Feis shielded
students from bullets by pushing them inside a
classroom.

Broken homes, or homes without a physically and emotionally present mother and father, are the
cause of most of society’s ills. “Unstable homes produce unstable children,” writes Peter Hasson
atThe Federalist.

He adds, “On CNN’s list of the “27 Deadliest Mass Shootings In U.S. History,” seven of those
shootings were committed by young males since 2005. Of the seven, only one—Virginia Tech
shooter Seung-Hui Cho—was raised by his biological father throughout childhood.”

Life for Nikolas Cruz was no different. His adoptive father died when Cruz was very young,
and his adoptive mother had a difficult time raising him.

America’s boys are in serious trouble. As Warren Farrell’s new book, The Boy Crisis, explains,
boys are experiencing a crisis of education, a crisis of mental health (as in the case of Nikolas
Cruz), a crisis of purpose. And at the root of it all is fatherlessness.

Indeed, there is a direct correlation between boys who grow up with absent fathers and boys who
drop out of school, who drink, who do drugs, who become delinquent and who wind up in prison.

And who Kkill their classmates.
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“We blame guns, violence in the media, violence in video games, and poor family values. Each is
a plausible player,” Farrell noted in 2013 after the Newtown, Connecticut, shooting. “But our
daughters live in the same homes, with the same access to the same guns, video games, and
media, and are raised with the same family values. Our daughters are not killing. Our sons are.”
Farrell’'s explanation about how masculinity can be a force for good or for evil is enormously
instructive. “Without dads as role models, boys’ testosterone is not well channeled. The boy
experiences a sense of purposelessness, a lack of boundary enforcement, rudderlessness, and
often withdraws into video games and video porn. At worst, when boys’ testosterone is not well-
channeled by an involved dad, boys become among the world’s most destructive forces. When
boys’ testosterone is well channeled by an involved dad, boys become among the world’s most
constructive forces.”

The solution to male violence is not to spout off drivel about the evils of masculinity. Masculinity,
channeled well, is the reason assistant football coach Aaron Feis died this week. Feis shielded
students from bullets by pushing them inside a classroom.

The same instinctual response occurred at an Aurora, Colorado, movie theatre in 2012,
when three young men— Jon Blunk, Matt McQuinn and Alex Teves—died shielding their
girlfriends.

To be sure, there will be those who'll continue to blame masculinity and the NRA for the recent
bout of school shootings. But amidst their chatter are voices of reason who know all too well,
either from first-hand experience or because they’re simply paying attention, that the reason boys
are broken goes far deeper than policies and politics—and requires us to look at things we’d
rather not.

That’s hard. But harder still is waking up to the deaths of yet more innocent children. How many
kids will have to die before we get it?

Suzanne Venker is the author of five books on marriage, feminism and gender politics. Her latest
book is "The Alpha Female’s Guide to Men & Marriage: HOW LOVE WORKS." Find her on
Twitter@SuzanneVenker.
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