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Members of Linn-Benton Community College’s Civil 

Discourse Club strike up conversations at a Corvallis, 

Ore., farmers market. 
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Thomas Patterson for The Chronicle 

A Linn-Benton Community College student, Anthony 

Lusardi, and a faculty member, Mark Urista, helped 

form the Oregon college’s Civil Discourse Club, which 

encourages debate and discussion about sensitive 

topics. Club members offered their services in a Free 

Intelligent Conversation project at a recent farmers 

market in Corvallis, Ore. 



What Students Think About Speech on Campus
While most students said their campus climate prevents some people from saying what they 
believe, when asked whether conservatives and liberals could express their viewpoints, stronger 
majorities said yes to both.

College Students' Views of Whether the 
Climate on Their College Campus 
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SOURCE: Gallup/Knight Foundation Survey







How Politics Differ at Less Elite Colleges
Colleges ranked greater than 100 in the latest U.S. News and World Report rankings are more likely 
to be located in strongly Republican congressional districts and to have more political diversity 
among their administrators.
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SOURCE: Analysis by Samuel J. Abrams, a professor at Sarah Lawrence College
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