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TAKEAWAYS:
• Lawmakers and outside groups have always criticized 

higher education, but this moment is different.

• Higher ed’s detractors are embracing new, more aggressive 

approaches. Through legislation, lawsuits, and even public-

records requests, they are taking aim at colleges’ autonomy 

and attempting to set campus policy.



• Free-speech clashes have grabbed the spotlight and 

spurred legislative action. But these controversies are really 

just illuminating broader public discontent with colleges.

• In the past, much of the criticism has come from the right, 

and current dissatisfaction with higher education does run 

deeper with conservatives. But legislators from both sides 

of the aisle are looking over colleges’ shoulder.

• College leaders must find ways to better communicate with 

lawmakers and the public.
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Strategies for College Leaders
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